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Abstract

This research looks at the roles of smartphones in the lives of Israeli
undergraduate students. The research about smartphones usages in school and
academic institutions is still at its initial phases. Nonetheless, scholars have
already been divided between those who see the dangers and the problematic
implications of using smartphones in class (e.g. Kraushaar & Novak, 2010;
Kuznekoff & Titsworth, 2013; Tindell & Bohlander, 2011), and those who
focus on the positive contribution of smartphone usages under those
circumstances (e.g. White & Turner, 2011, Purcell, Heaps, Buchanan &
Friedrich, 2013). The main research question examines the roles of
smartphones in the academic lives of Israeli undergraduate students, from
their own point of view. To answer this question, 60 in-depth interviews were
taken with undergraduate students in one of Israel's Northern colleges.
Interviewees have mentioned several aspects in which the device serves
them, makes their lives easier, and helps them manage their time efficiently.
We find that the smartphone is used mainly (A) during class for academic
and non-academic purposes; (B) outside class for academic purposes. In
addition, a small group of interviewees point out to negative aspects of
smartphone usage, mainly with regard to potential interruptions to studying
processes.

Keywords: smartphones, students, academic-pedagogic aspects.
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