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Abstract

The study examined whether owners of cellphones describe their feelings and
behaviors towards their devices in a language and a tone that implies an
emotional attachment. A survey was administrated to a sample of 84
undergraduate students who own Apple's "iPhone" and Samsung's "Galaxy"
smartphones. The results support our assumptions: Participants reported deep
emotional connection towards their devices, along with expressions that
might insinuate underlying 'fetishistic' characteristics. This was particularly
true for "iPhone" owners. Although most of the participants can't seem to
recall having an infancy transitional object, it seems that their emotional ties
with their cellular devices hold the characteristics of a ‘classical’ transitional
object.
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