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Abstract

The study explored a spontaneous cooperative initiative of an undergraduate
class (31 students) sharing learning materials via Dropbox during two
academic years, without any intervention or even knowledge of the teaching
staff. The study examined the characteristics of students' activity and their
views and attitudes, aiming to identify the factors that facilitated this activity
over a long period.

The study was based on the analysis of the detailed logs provided by the
Dropbox site, questionnaires filled in by all students and interviews with
sample students. All students have made use of materials produced and
shared by their peers, the vast majority indicated that the availability of the
shared folder has been very useful and has helped them in their studies. The
detailed analysis of students' individual activity revealed three types of

nn

characteristics, as: "leaders", "contributors" and "collectors".

The key factor that supported this initiative and its success over time seems
to be the class cohesion and the sense of mutual responsibility that exists
between the students. Students reported that their conduct is largely
influenced by the collaborative climate that is practiced and encouraged by
the Department in various ways.

Keywords: Dropbox, cooperative learning, learning community, spontaneous
cooperation, higher education.
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