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Abstract

This case study seeks to examine and describe the metacognitive
characteristics of junior high school students' thinking processes, as they
emerge in personal reflective diary writing that is situated within a uniquely
designed Wiki-enhanced collaborative learning environment. The study was
conducted as part of a humanities curriculum in a junior high school in
Northern Israel. A qualitative research approach was selected to micro-
analyze the development of individual students’ and group metacognition.
Findings indicate the potential involved in teaching and learning in a Wiki-
enhanced environment that has reflective characteristics. In particular,
metacognitive thinking was found to influence students’ collaborative
learning and it played a significant role in promoting cooperation and
successful coping with social and cognitive challenges. A major conclusion
of this study is that given a reflective, technology-enhanced learning
environment, one can develop an independent, self-directed learner who has a
sense of personal responsibility towards his/her learning.

Keywords: collaborative learning, group metacognition, metacognition,
personal reflective diaries, Wiki-enhanced collaborative learning
environment
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