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Abstract

The research investigated the learning and personal development processes of
students with learning disabilities, during the production of an online school
newspaper. The purpose of this research was to examine how this project
contributes to the emotional, social and learning experience of students. The
research population included 16 students with learning disabilities in grades
seven to twelve. Data was collected through observation and informal
conversations with students, as well as monitoring communications between
them in a Facebook closed group.

The findings indicate that at the beginning of the process most of the students
tended to adhere to familiar habits, often at the expense of significant aspects
such as innovation, economic, ecology and more. Additionally, manifested
behavioral strategies that characterize students with learning disabilities: a
negative strategy, avoiding, and positive strategy, influenced their
decision-making process. However, through the process, the online school
newspaper project encouraged the students to experience decision-making,
collaboration and personal interaction with the world outside school. This
research illustrates the importance of 21st century pedagogy, by supporting
various learning styles, and increasing motivation of learning disabled
students.
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