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Passive Participation in Communities of Practice:
Scope and Motivations

Azi Lev-On Odelia Adler
Ariel University Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
Abstract

In spite of its prevalence in social media platforms, there are very few studies
of passive participation. The current study uses interviews to understand the
motives for passive participation in communities of practice. In addition to
the motives for lack of more active participation commonly found in past
studies, such as concerns of criticism, lack of need, lack of motivation and
technophobia, users specify two additional secondary causes for the absence
of active participation: concerns for posts not being reciprocated and reasons
relating to the graphical interface of the communities.

Keywords: Sharing, Participation, Passive Participation, Social Media,
Communities of Practice.
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