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Abstract

This paper reports on a study that examined students' use of mobile devices
in lectures for learning purposes and for non-learning uses and its
implications for the learning process. A sample of approximately 1,000
students at the College for Academic Studies in Israel filled an online
questionnaire. The findings indicate that the vast majority of students come to
class with, at least, one mobile device. The most common device is a mobile
phone and a laptop thereafter. Findings also show that the mobile devices
serve equally for content related productive activities and communication
related distractive activities and less for content related distractive activities.
Half of the students have positive perceptions about the impact of the mobile
technologies on the learning process while a third sees them negatively.
Additionally, findings show a positive correlation between the perception of
the impact and the level of productive uses. The overall picture emerging
from the findings poses a challenge for the lecturer at the academy of the 21st
century and calls for a re-thinking on the classroom teaching.

Keywords: mobile learning, higher education, mobile device in classroom,
innovation learning environments, personal learning environment.
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