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Abstract

Since the development of OER (Open Educational Resources), different
models dealing with the usage of these resources appeared in the academic
research. Wiley's 4 R's model considered to be a leading model. Research
based on Wiley's model found that using materials without making changes
('Reuse') is the most common use in the academic world. However, the
literature barely deals with the ways instructional designers from the industry
use OER repositories. The purpose of this current research is to examine the
ways instructional designers from the industry use OER repositories, while
distinguishing between "little" OER from "big" OER repositories. "Little"
OER repositories aren't necessarily designed to fulfill educational purposes,
such as YouTube and Wikipedia. Findings suggest that instructional
designers use almost only "small" repositories and that their usage is different
from the one documented in the literature. Unlike former academic research,
instructional designers from the industry mostly use 'Revise—modifying the
form of the resource, and 'Remix'-combining different resources to create a
new one. The difference can be explained by the fact that materials from
"little" OER repositories are 'raw materials', requiring further editing and
adjustment. Differences between instructional designers and training
managers' usage of OER were not found.

Keywords: OER, instructional designers, training managers, industry.
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