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Fifth Graders' Interest in Questions from Textbook,
Open Network Resource and Other Students' Questions
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Abstract

This study examines the potential for using open learning resources, such as
questions sent to an Ask-An-Expert Website, as an indicator for students’
interest in science. This question is examined as part of a broader study,
aimed at utilizing Web 2.0 technologies to bringing "students’ voice", with an
emphasis on students’ interests, into mainstream science teaching.

We developed an online questionnaire, which includes an equal number of
questions randomly selected from three different sources: 5™ grade science
textbook, the "Ask an Expert" section on "Davidson-Online" website, and
questions collected from other students at the same age group. All the
questions relate to two topics from the 5th grade science curriculum - Space
and Nutrition. A sample of 113 5™-graders from two elementary-schools in
northern Israel were asked to rate their interest level in the various questions,
without knowledge of their source.

Significant differences in students’ interest level were found between
questions from various sources, with textbook questions achieving the lowest
interest level in both subjects, and questions from the open resource being
much more popular. Findings suggest the potential use of open learning
resources for identifying students’ interests, and thus the feasibility of
incorporating "student voice" into mainstream science teaching.

Keywords: interest, questioning, open network resources, science
curriculum, student voice.
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NN NOYN DT RN NDNNY MORYN 42 TINN 40-2 ONMNNA PN 1IN INY NMIAY PY
P2 TION DN RN DN DIV 1719 JN2N IXNND DY ANINNDY DN PIY P2 DNRNNN NONY

:(2011 p.17) Bybee and McCrae D501V Y35 ,712> 7107 NN DMWY PNy

"...results from PISA 2006 indicated a tendency for students in low-performing countries to
show relatively high levels of interest in science, with students in high-achieving countries
showing relatively lower levels of interest."
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