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Abstract

The current study examined the effectiveness of using the Duolingo Spanish
language online learning environment and its effect on learner motivation.
The sample included 22 subjects (70% female) in their 20’s, who were
interested in learning Spanish for various purposes. Of these, 12 participated
in a two week experiment of using Duolingo for learning Spanish. The
research methodology involved a pre-test administered to the entire sample
and a post-test for those who engaged in using Duolingo. Data about learning
progress were gathered from the online environment. The results indicated
that learning had occurred, but learning effectiveness was less than expected.
No correlation was found between the amount of time invested in learning
and the success rate achieved. Learners indicated positive attitudes towards
the levels of interest and usefulness of the environment, and evidence was
found indicating learning motivation was positively affected.
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