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Abstract

Facebook has a major impact on students' academic life and it is primarily an
environment that encourages informal learning. The "Facebook Group" is
one of the most popular functions that students tend to use. This study
examines the activity patterns of students in a "Facebook group”, in an
attempt to understand the unique nature of the "group", and its contribution to
traditional learning processes. This study was based on a qualitative analysis
of 708 correspondences, posted in an “academic group”, attended by students
from a medical discipline, in a leading academic institution. The findings
indicate that the students' activities are academic in nature, compared to other
studies that have found group behaviors to be of a more social nature.
Furthermore, a large number of activity patterns, about 16 in number, which
indicate that the group serves as a convenient platform to perform various
academic activities such as sharing of materials, indirect communication with
teaching staff and discussions. In addition, the group's community-like nature
intensifies the traditional learning activities, and allows students to get
immediate support from their peers without having to maintain close
interpersonal relationships with them. The study provides initial directions
for understanding the unique character of Facebook group among students.

Keywords: learning in Facebook, collaborative learning, Facebook Groups,
social networks.
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