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Abstract

In this article we will show the development and the appliance of "Questions
Are Answers" — a unique program for middle schools. The main objective of
the program is to foster philosophical thinking among students by practicing
philosophical discussions in class. Philosophical thinking is considered to be
one of the most complex skills among the 21st century skills.

This is the 5™ year in which this program is taught. In this article we shall
present the program rationale, main products and some conclusions and
insights.

In 2013-2014 a comprehensive assessment has been held on different schools
which participate in the program. This assessment had two stages: (1)
collecting questionnaires from teachers teaching the program by the end of
the 1Ist semester; (2) collecting questionnaires from teachers, school
principals and students participating in the program by the end of the year. It
seems that there was some progression in the essential learning skills (as
defined by the development team, as showed below) in all groups.
Nonetheless teachers emphasize their students’ difficulties when working on
attitudes. These difficulties decrease as the program continues during the year
— a positive feedback indeed that needs to be understood more thoroughly. It
seems that the students need to be given a certain destination for
understanding the program and for working on attitudes — for which they will
strive along the year.

Keywords: Philosophical practice, Constructivism, Blended learning,
Critical thinking, Moodle.
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