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Abstract

The objective of this study is to examine how the teachers perceive the use of
ICT in the kindergarten, what their role in using the computer is, how ICT
changes their teaching methods, and their perceptions regarding the children's
use of the computer in the kindergarten. In this qualitative research study, we
conducted semi-structured interviews with 36 kindergarten teachers from a
variety of backgrounds, which included Hebrew and Arabic speakers, regular
and special-education kindergarten teachers from the city and the Kibbutz.
The main findings indicate that the majority of the teachers do not perceive
ICT as important in the kindergarten environment, even though they
acknowledge its technological value. They use the computer mainly as a
source of information and as an advanced tool for instructional illustration. In
regard to the children's use of computers, they mainly discourage the children
from spending too much time at the computer, however, they perceive the
computer as a relaxing medium, or alternatively, as an escape place for
children with special needs. The main consequences are that the kindergarten
teachers still do not perceive ICT as a tool to change their methods of
teaching, and do not appreciate the possibilities that ICT provides for them.

Key words: Kindergarten teachers' perception, ICT adoption in the
kindergarten, methods of teaching
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