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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop and test Internet behavior
prevention program for young children. The study consisted of four
experimental groups (total 192 students) in third grade. Two research groups
received an intervention program of eight sessions on topics related to
Internet use. One of themincluded training parents and getting theminvolved
while the other group did not. The third group received a single time
educational session on the subject; the fourth did not receive any
intervention. All participants were evaluated before and after the program
and followed-up after three months. Following each session participants
completed written measures; in addition, 33 students performed a
computerized behavioral test and were interviewed upon completion of the
program. The findings indicated that the long educational program improved
the participants' overall knowledge about the Internet, unlike the single-time
intervention. No advantage was found to parental involvement. However,
participants’ behavior did not correspond to the way in which they answered
the questionnaire, and did not reflect the effectiveness of the programon. The
study emphasized the importance of teaching young children the proper use
of the Internet by the educational system in a profound and lasting manner
unlike common procedures.
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