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Characteristics of the Decision-making Process among Young
People with Cerebral Palsy during a Training Program that
Combines Technological Assistance

Orit Muyal Betty Shrieber
Kibbutzim College of Education Kibbutzim College of Education
Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the decision-making process of
young people with cerebral palsy during a training program that combines
technological assistance. The study population consists 12 adult students with
cerebral palsy aged 18-21 with different performance levels, attending special
education school.

This population is characterized by low involvement in life experiences,
which influences the transition from high school to the community life.
Transition programs aim to prepare the student for the separation and to cope
with the change. Research indicates vitality of decision making significant
life transition periods (Smyth & Bell, 2006). Training program that teaches
decision-making strategy with assistive technology is part of the transition
program, in which I wished to examine the participation and the involvement
of young people in the process. Decision-making is a complex function of
thinking and unlike children without disabilities, children with disabilities
often experience difficulty in this skill (Stang, Carter, Lane & Pierson, 2009),
so it is important to integrate assistive technology. The research findings
show the influence of the decision-making program on the learning process
of the participants and the assistive technology's contribution to the teaching
process; however, increased difficulties in implementing the strategy raised
the need for deepening its various stages.

Keywords: Cerebral palsy, Decision making, Assistive technology, video
modeling, Transition programs.
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