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Abstract

Video games are part of the leisure culture of many adults and children. The
current qualitative research examined what and how children and youth learn
from digital video games and whether there are any age differences.
Participants were 13 participants from 3 different age groups (10, 13, and 17
years old), who play Minecraft in their spare time. The findings suggest that
learning occurred in all age groups, regardless of differences found in
learning levels and subjects. All ages referred to acquiring general knowledge
in a variety of domains, as well as developing cognitive skills, while only the
13 years old participants mentioned acquisition and practice of social skills.
Besides learning through playing the game, the participants had learned
through external resources, mostly online. Making connections between this
kind of a-formal learning and the formal school learning, might increase
motivation to learning and enrich the overall school experience.

Keywords: video games, informal learning, Minecraft.
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