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Exposure to Google Doodles as a Learning Opportunity
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Abstract

Many researchers see serendipitous learning as an important component of
life-long learning. Serendipitous learning is initiated by external trigger,
which sometimes leads to further actions by the learner. This study examines
whether exposure to "Google doodles” — figures that replace Google's logo
on their website from time to time, celebrating certain events — can trigger
serendipitous learning. Doing so by measuring one follow-up action —
posting on twitter about the subject of the doodle. The findings suggest that
exposure to Google doodles is indeed a potential teachable moment.
However, the length of this learning opportunity is rather short — about one
day.

Keywords: serendipitous learning, teachable moment, Google Doodle,
Twitter.
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"Adult educators are constantly searching for that teachable moment where learners are open
to new information™ (Leist & Kristofco, 1990).
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