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Abstract

the research goal is to examine the effectiveness of a learning app in improving
the executive function; task persistence, used in a reading comprehension
activity, of a 3rd grade student with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD). The
Student shows no discernible difficulty in reading, yet doesn’t understand the
text. An intervention program was conducted along twelve individualized
instruction sessions. The program included reading on an iPad and creating a
digital pamphlet through SMORE, as a creative way to answer text related
questions. The research was conducted through Single Subject Design, using
ABAB approach, combined with a qualitative description of student reaction
throughout the twelve sessions. Results show a decrease in number of breaks
in technology based sessions and an increase in task persistence for each task.
results also show a longer total learning time in app including sessions,
compared to traditionally taught sessions. Level of student participation rose
as well; the student showed curiosity, focus and a higher level of engagement
in task execution in technology based sessions. Research findings indicate that
learning through a learning app, which induces creativity, choice, variety and
(most importantly) quick and rapid student feedback, can contribute to task
persistence, even in tasks the student finds difficult or refuses to execute
otherwise. There is great importance in continuing the study of these findings
over an increasing number of sessions for each stage, in technology and non-
technology based sessions.
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