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Abstract

The purpose of this work is to characterize the contribution of the iPad tool
promoting inclusion of children with special needs accompanied by students
studying early childhood and special education. Active learning and the
incorporation of assistive technology are the foundation of meaningful learning
in the 21st century. The use of the Ipad facilitates cognitive and social
emotional development through open and closed applications. Thirteen first
year students studying early childhood and special education accompanied
kindergarten children in inclusive kindergartens. The students chose to use
iPads to facilitate inclusion. A mixed qualitative and quantitative research
approach including questionnaires and student journals was used. Preliminary
results show three main contributions. a) Empowering self-efficacy, diversity
in teaching methods, and facilitating the student and student teacher
relationship). b) Easing adaptation to the regular kindergarten, acquisition of
learning habit and social skills of the child with special needs. ¢) Increasing
curiosity for learning, knowledge conceptualization, motivation and attention
in the group.

The iPad's contribution is evident on three levels. It helps to enhance the
quality of inclusion, while empowering the pedagogical efficacy of the student
teachers.
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