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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine students' epistemic criteria for
evaluating YouTube videos and to compare these criteria to their website
evaluation criteria. Eighth grade students were asked to evaluate and rate five
YouTube videos and five web pages on the topic of climate change and to
justify their ratings. Students' responses were coded using an epistemic criteria
coding scheme that was expanded and adapted for this study. Students'
epistemic criteria were classified in three main categories: communicative
criteria (including visual, auditory, content, and experiential criteria),
representational criteria (including quality and reliability of the representation
of the phenomenon), and epistemic aim affordance criteria (including
achievement of goals such as understanding and learning). Preliminary results
suggest that there are many similarities between students' epistemic criteria for
evaluating YouTube videos and websites. However, students tended to refer
more frequently to epistemic aim affordance criteria and to experiential criteria
when evaluating YouTube videos. These results suggest that evaluation of
YouTube videos may be more strongly grounded in personal experience.

Keywords: YouTube, websites, source evaluation, sourcing, epistemic
criteria.
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