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Abstract

Online videos have become extremely popular among teens, for both learning
and leisure. Research on how teens choose which video to choose is meager,
and preliminary findings suggest that this process might not necessarily be
informed. Our quantitative study (N=30) examines the associations between
choosing video on YouTube — among teens, in the contexts of learning and
leisure — and between video characteristics (poster identity, length) and user
characteristics (YouTube usage habits). The findings suggest that regarding
learning videos, teens tend to choose short, rather than long, videos, while for
leisure watching no tendency was observed. Surprisingly, no relationship was
observed between choosing a video and the poster identity. The place of the
video in the search results was found to be related to choosing it, with the most
popular choice was of the first in the list, while the videos on the third place
(out of four) were the least popular. Contrary to expectations, no relationship
was found between YouTube usage habits and video choosing.
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