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Abstract

The national program to promote English teaching which was publicized in August 2017, relates
to the need for change and adaptation for English teaching in the 21% century. Tools
development and conversational skills of the English Language are both of critical importance
in the global world. Linguists agree that the main contributors to language learning are exposure
and creating interactions. At present the main platform in which Israeli youth create interactions
is What'sApp. The current study investigated the potential of What'sApp use to improve
conversational skills and vocabulary and to raise the level of participation and motivation of the
students in the framework of 8" grade English studies. The study included six activities, in each
activity a different function of language learning and practice was integrated — reading, writing
and speaking. Emphasis was put on collaborative learning and interpersonal variance in order
to raise the level of motivation and participation and lead to effective learning. The activities
were given to the students in the class What'sApp group. Data was collected through observation
and two feedback sessions with students, as well as monitoring communications in the
What'sApp closed group. The research lasted approximately half a year and included 26 8%
grade students of the intermediate level. Our experiment findings indicate that using What'sApp
application improved the students' motivation and their participation in the process of English
language learning.
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